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As regular readers will know by now, this is a fanzine, written by the fans, 
for the fans (although the administrators are quite welcome to read the copies 
we send them). All the stuff in SU is personal opinion, and we have no 
intention of genuinely upsetting anybody. But if we do, they're more than 
welcome to have their say, in full, next month. 
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Euro '96 can do that to you.... 


Apologies for some of the (non) proof-reading in the fast issue, but it was the first time 
we'd tried to put out an issue during a major toumament. A bit of stuff had to be held over 
until this issue but we reckon most of it is still relevant, and at least it gave us the chance to 
proofreed it (see, we have a sense of humour). So thanks to those who pointed out all our 

errors and an even bigger thanks to those who just ignored it and guessed correctly why 
SU14 was a bit, well, confused at times. 

One other quickie. We're receiving plenty of contributions these days (which is 
excellent, naturally) and we don't want to offend anybody by leaving stuff out. We'll do our 
best, but it may eventually come down to deciding whether to increase the cost and expand 
SU to 40 or more pages? Let us know what you think. 

















It's now or never 


Soccer Australia’s criteria for entrance into next season's Ericsson Cup competition has 
really set the cat amongst the pigeons, with the key sticking point once again being the 
ethnicity issue. Soccer Australia's attempt to encourage (blackmail?) clubs to “remove all 
symbols of European nationalism from club logos, playing strips, club flags, stadium names 
and ltetterheads" has once again raised the ire of the hardliners who see the proposals as a 
form of racial discrimination. Naturally, we've had MPs jumping in on behalf of the clubs. 
MPs who see the opportunity to get their name in the dailies, even if it is in the sports section. 


ff you think this directive is pointed squarely at Sydney United, South Melboume, Marconi, 


‘Melboume Knights, Adelaide City, Morwell (Gippsland) and West Adelaide you would be 


correct. SocAus claims to have a national marketing plan which they would like to implement 
in time for the 96/97 season, but they are reluctant to sink promotional dollars into . 
merchandise with a limited target audience. Fair enough, too. Makes good business sense. 
Merchandising is a sadly neglected area of revenue for Australian soccer with most clubs 
offering clothing and souvenirs of dubious quality. English clubs in particular have discovered 
that merchandising and marketing their clubs in every conceivable way can supplement 
revenue received from more traditional avenues such as gate receipts, sponsorship and 
television rights. Indeed, clubs such as Arsenal and Manchester United market such an 
infinite variety of merchandise that they now receive more money from their various retail 
outlets than they do from gate receipts. Browsing through Man Utd’s most recent catalogue 
gives you the opportunity to buy everything from United's numerous shirts to tracksuits, teather 
jackets, pyjamas, socks, six different caps, curtains, lamp shades, slippers, towels, duvet 
covers, five different styles of wallpaper, oven gloves, clocks, umbrellas, mugs, board games, 
videos, books, calendars, rings, watches, lighters, ties and even an Andy Cole jigsaw puzzle 
that presumably falls to pieces in the six yard box. United's two superstores are open all day 
and are always full of supporters eager to part with their hard earned for a Man Utd umbretla. 
With most A-League clubs struggling it would be logical to suggest that SocAus would be 
actively looking at ways of bringing much needed revenue to the game and merchandising 
falls into this category. 


Morwell will have no real opposition to the change, if only because they want to keep sweet 
with SocAus, It is no secret that next season could well be their last in the national league, 
with at least one Victorian team likely to make way for Carlton. Morwell will be secretly hoping 
that the Knights get the chop, if only to ease the pressure on themselves. South Melbourne 
are obviously going to oppose the ‘emblem changes to the death but SocAus couldn't kick out 
a team that enjoyed fantastic attandance figures despite not getting close to the play-offs. As 
for Collingwood, will the Wariors logo be acceptable? After all, it's hardly a change from the 
old ‘Alexander’ symbol. 

SocAus has a duty to ensure that Australia's premier soccer competition reaches its full 
financial potential and is justified in its stance. Japanese soccer was traditionally built around 
corporation teams, however authorities realised the limitations of such a system and set about 
creating the J-League in 1993 (with enormous support from the abovementioned corporations) 
that all Japanese could identify with. The marketing and merchandising success of the J- 
League as a result of these changes has been well documented. The days of Australian clubs 
selling car stickers are over, it's time for soccer to get a piece of the extremely lucrative sports 
leisurewear and sports merchandising market that is potentially worth millions. 

But a threat to expel teams over the issue is not on. Sure, make it part of the criteria, but if 
Melboume Knights are to be absent from the A-League next season, the national competition 
will be the poorer. It all comes back to the same old question. What is the long-term plan for 
soccer in Australia. When the summit was held in Melbourne last year we were told that within 
six months we would see 'the vision’. But some fifteen months on we are yet to see it. 


~~ 


About a month or so ago David Hill distributed a letter to each and every national football 

ssociation urging them to vote against a FIFA proposal to elevate Oceania to full 
‘confederation status. Hill's wish is to see Oceania abolished and the ten member countries 
become part of the Asian confederation. Hill is not alone in his wish. The generat feeting 
amongst fans in Australia is that Oz soccer could only benefit from being part of a 
confederation which boasts a far higher playing standard, as welt as having the opportunity to 
compete in the various Asian nation and club championships. There are plenty more reasons, 
but these were adequately covered in SU2 back in Feb 1995. 

But it seems that Mr Hill has not been paying attention. As we've said for quite a while 
now, the Asians don’t want us. Just as importantly, they don’t need us. But whether Hill is 
tight or wrong in his thinking is irrelevant. The way he has battled against the flow (and let's 
face it, 172-1 is a raging torrent) may have his adimirers slapping his back for being so 
persistent but it smacks of refusing to face the reality. True, Australia has dominated virtually 
all confederation competitions and it is true that Oceania is a largely under-developed 
confederation that doesn’t have the necessary infrastructure to deserve full confederation 
status, but this is missing the point. FIFA and Joao Havelange are prepared (for their own 
political purposes) to upgrade Oceania to full confederation status, putting it, in theory, as an 
equal to UEFA, Concacaf and Conmebol and so on. 


oP 172-1 Our worst international defeat? 


This is not the first time Australia has held itself up to public ridicule over its relationship 
with Oceania. The first few years of its existence were an anti-climax, but events began to 
heat up in 1972 when ASF president Sir Arthur George pulled out of Oceania and 
unsuccessfully attempted to join the Asian confederation. Sir Arthur even tried to gain entry 
into an Asian confederation congress to plead Australia’s case, but was embarrassingly 
evicted from the meeting. 


The vote at the FIFA Congress was a huge intemational embarrassment. One can only 
hope that now the decision has been made the officials at SocAus can try and work WITH the 
folks at Auckland. Without influence within FIFA's corridors of power we have little chance of 
putting our views across. As an insignificant member of Asia our views are sure to be 
drowned out by the likes of Japan, China and Saudi Arabia. As part of an Oceania with full 
confederation status we would immediately have access to the highest echelon of power in 
Zurich. There were rumours a year or so back that the SocAus execs were trying to work out 
how they could relocate Oceania HQ to Canberra. No chance of that now, of course, as there 
wast then. After all, if the islanders of Fiji, Tonga etc don't trust us .... 

Oceania is here to stay, and it is up to Australia to try and Jead the way. 


The Confederations Cup - It's official! 


Assuming we can beat Tahiti, Oz will finally have the world stage they have been craving. 
David Hill may have done his best to get Oz crossed off the invitation list but what SU has 
been calling for since issue number one has finally happened. After much speculation and 
procrastination FIFA have finally announced that the first FIFA Confederations Cup for the 
King Fahd (careful how you say that or you'll get your head chopped off) Trophy will be played 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in December 1997. This 'new' event will be an eight team affair 
running from Dec 12-21. 

The eight competing countries will be: Germany, Uruguay, South Africa, Mexico, the 1996 
Asian Cup winners, Brazil (as World Cup holders), Saudi Arabia (as hosts) and either Australia 
or Tahiti. 

The draw (to be held in Saudi Arabia next year) will divide the teams into two groups of 
four, fram which the top two teams from each group will proceed to the semi-finals. 

It is now more important than ever that our Euroroos make themselves available for every 
possible intemational. There should be no more excuses. 


oie 


rete TO 


FIFA - It IS time for change 

As the dust settled after the 2002 World Cup hosting issue-a disturbing story emerged. It 
seems that the FIFA Executive Committee were prepared to vote for South Korea to host the 
2002 event (reportedly on a 15-6 vote) just to spite Joao Havelange and in the process cause 
him huge personal embarrassment after he had publicly endorsed the Japanese bid. It seems 
that Havelange only spotted the obvious once it had been pointed out to him by his long-time 
confidant - some would say partner-in-grime - Juan Antonio Samaranch. Assuming this is 
true, and there is no reason to suggest it isn’t, then Havelange had well and truly isolated 
himself from the majority. We shouldn't be surprised with that. Despite the bizarre democracy 
endorsed by Joao (one country - one vote) FIFA has been run autocratically for too long. His 
clear-out two years ago should have been the signal for revolution. The game is being 


- strangled by bloated competitions and even more bloated qualifying competitions. The time 


has come for real change. Perhaps someone with soccer experience could run FIFA. 
After all, to have an ex-water polo player rule the game for 22 years cannot be a good thing. 


And speaking of change... 

After Joao's embarrassing backdown on the 2002 hosting saga he was quick to dangle 
another bunch of carrots in front of the eager rabbits who continue to provide him with a 
majority in the numbers-crunching department. The latest moves involve reducing the number 
of Vice-Presidents by one, but increasing the number of (regular) executive members by four, 
thereby increasing the overall Exec. Committee by three (from 21 to 24). 

To give you an idea of the shift in the powerbases here is a table showing the current 
numbers with last month's numbers in brackets. 


Confederation Vice Presidents Exec. memb. 
Europe 2 (3) 5 (4) 
Africa 1 (1) 3 (2) 
Asia 1 (1) 3 (2) 
South America 1 (1) 2 (2) 
Concacaf 1 () 2 (2) 
Oceania - ¢) 1 ©) 
And not forgetting... 

President 1 (4) 

British Associations 1 (4) - 0 
TOTAL 1 (1) 7 (8) 16 (12) 


Oh, and there are six new nations: Guam (Asia), Bosnia-Herzogovina , Andorra (both 
Europe), and Monserrat, Anguilla & British Virgin Islands (all Concacaf). How many nations 
are now full members of FIFA? Good question! If you know the answer can you let us know 
50 we can all get a good night's steep. Just don't forget about the nations who don't make it 
on to the FIFA rankings list, such as Afghanistan, Cook Islands, Mongolia, Bhutan, Tonga, 
Westem Samoa, Papua New Guinea and plenty of others no doubt..... 


One thing that hasn't changed... 

./S our path to the 1998 World Cup Finals. But just to clear up a point of mild confusion, 
the qualifying process for Asia is: Ten preliminary groups. Winners only will advance to the 
second round, where two groups of five nations will each play a single round-robin 
tournament. The top two from each group advance where they will play 'semi-finals’ (winners 
advancing straight to France) and a ‘third place play-off (where the winner advances to 
France and the loser plays off against Australia). In other words, Australia will be facing a 
team (hopefully) psychologically shattered after missing out on two opportunities in quick 
succession to qualify automatically. Here’s hoping they tose both matches 0-5. 


Olympic Park, the lobbying continues.... 


Ross Oakley has announced his intention to retire from the post of AFL Chief at the end 

of the season and now that his plans are public he can speak a little more openly about a 
_ few things. During an interview on 3AW a couple of weeks back he was asked about the 

AFL's role in the redevelopment plans at Olympic Park. Ross was quite convinced that the 
commercial viability of Olympic Park was dependent on whether AFL matches would be 
played at the venue. His observation that soccer and rugby ieague were incapable of 
attracting the fans required to make major redevelopments financially viable would certainly 
have upset the optimists who see soccer in Victoria as on the verge of cracking the big 
time. So would RO's comments that the AFL are "very successful’ at lobbying the State 
Government when it comes to major projects. Wonder where that leaves Henry Siwka and 
the VSF, not to mention the athletics community? 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 


And the winner was? The leader. He was the only one (i!!) to tip the Germans, so for 
the time being he has a comfortable jead but there's still a long way to go (two years and 
over a dozen rounds, actually). Most popular tip was Italy, followed by Holland then 
France. By the time you read this entries for rounds 7 & 8 will have closed so good luck if 
you're in and bad luck if you're not and may the best Australian team win. 


Leaderboard after 6 rounds 


59 - Kevin Christopher (Vic) 42 - Bhupinder Rai (Vic) 38 - Graham Creed (NSW) 

38 - Harry Georgiadis (Vic) 35 - Anthony Fensom (Qid) 32 - Nadia Creed (NSW) 

26 - Anthony Clarke (Qld) 22 - Lance Librandi (SA) 

Note: Tips for rounds 7 & 8 Ed:Men-Brazil, Women-USA — Asst Ed: Men-Brazif, Women-Norway 


And now for a bit of news from Matthew Hall (NSW).... 


Soccer Australia's plans to launch a weekly Ericsson Cup match programme have been 
scuppered after stubbom resistance from three clubs. The concept of a glossy AFL 
Football Record-style magazine, a new issue on sale every week at grounds and 
newsagents during the season was first mooted back in November 1995, by Steve Cook, 
Soccer Australia's marketing chief at the time. it was hoped to get a trial version up and 
running for the Top 6 play-offs at the end of last season. 

Several major publishing companies were interested in the proposal which could have 
seen - for once - a high quality, well-designed, informative magazine on the market. 

"We sent briefs out to aif the clubs to get their input for the venture but unfortunately two 
or three of them were not at all happy with the idea", said Steve Cook. 

Although Cook wouldn't comment on which clubs quashed the pioneering venture he 
said: “The few clubs that consider that they already have a succesful program of their own 
didn't want a rival publication that would be backed by Soccer Australia’. 

Cook has since quit Soccer Australia and has been replaced - although it was thought not 
in the same capacity - by Jim Shomos, 

“Unless someone very high up at Soccer Australia is prepared to steamroif the idea 
through then i think it's dead”, added Cook. 

Once again, a grand idea has tripped over a smail hurdle. Club pettiness and small-time 
interests have thwarted what would have been a refreshing concept. Surely the recalcitrant 
clubs could have negotiated a deal which could have seen everyone happy ? It seems that 
we still have a long way to go. 


Get the book out! 


Red Card to Ned Zelic, whose withdrawal from the Olyroos squad has come as a huge 
blow to our team’s chances, to Eddie Thompson and to all Aussie fans who have followed 
Zelic's progress in Europe with pride. His withdrawal on the pretext that he is needed for 
pre-season training by his new club (the French champions, Auxerre) is a lame one. True, 
the French season begins earlier than most European leagues and after his struggles at 


QPR and Eintracht Frankfurt he is understandably keen to resurrect his career. However, 
Zelic committed himself to playing in the Olympics and should have honoured his 


commitment. His new coach at Auxerre, Guy Roux, is not such a hard taskmaster that he 
would have dissuaded Zelic from competing, particularly as France is also competing in 
Atlanta, ironically against Australia, Zelic has done his reputation no good - not only letting 
down his teammates who looked up to him for leadership but also ET, who has been forced 
to reshuffle his tactics so close to our opening match. Luckily Steve Corica had no such 
problems and has flown to the US to replace Zelic. Ned has obviously forgotten that it was 
his performances for Australia that first brought him to the soccer world's attention and led 
to his transfer to Borussia Dortmund. In any case, with his well-publicised injury problems it 
was doubtful whether Zelic was physically capable of lasting the Olyroos tough schedule of 
three games in six days in a very warm climate. Perhaps its just as well that Ned is playing 
in France, it will give him a great chance to WATCH the Socceroos compete in the 1998 
World Cup. Surely ET's patience with him has just about run out.... 


Yellow card to the Queensland Soccer Federation for not allowing alt soccer fans and 
players the opportunity to attend the Travellers / True Blues match at Suncorp. We had a 
whinge about this sort of thing last month, but the QSF didn't give the players and 
supporters of State League clubs the chance to see the match. Some will argue the IT/TB 
match should have been played on the Saturday, or at night, but whatever the reasons for 
the fixture clash, it was just another example of soccer competing with itself. 


Yellow card to Eddie Thomson for his choice of sunglasses whilst coaching during the 
tecent Olyroo v Canada games. Particularly the night match at the SFS. Is your future 
THAT bright, Eddie? 


Yellow card to Thomastown (ex-Brunswick, almost Essendon) Zebras president Peter 
Balassone who yet again has called for Melbourme's Italian clubs to join forces with the 
obvious aim of forming a powerhouse Victorian Premier League club then heading off into 
the A-League. Hate to tell you this Pete, but the SocAus administration are doing their best 
to de-ethnicise the national competition. 


Yellow card to Soccer Australia for signing a contract extending Playbil!’s rights to the 
intemational programmes until March 1998. They mean to say they believe that these are 
top quality programmes? 


And finally, a Yellow card to the mainstream press for their lack of Olyroo reports over the 
past couple of weeks. While the number of media releases from SocAus HQ has been 
minimal, it was hoped that the journos may have been in regular contact with Eddie, Les or 
even Peter Grey at the team's headquarters in Fort Lauderdale to keep up with events on 
the eve of the most important toumament we've competed in since, um, the last Olympics. 
One of the media releases did contain the contact phone and fax numbers for the squads 
base camp, so just because you're not on site doesn't mean you can't report what's 
happening. Or are the news editors just going to print all the stuff from all the usual 
overseas news agencies? 


Did that REALLY happen? 


On the field... 


’ MAY 





27 - A real Aussie flavour at Wembley for the English 1st division play-off between Crystal 
Palace and Leicester City. Carl Veart comes on for Palace after 70 mins with his side 
leading 1-0 only to see Leicester force the match into extra-time. Zeljko Kalac comes on as 
a sub for Leicester in the 120th minute when City boss Martin O'Neill is convinced the 
match will go to a shoot-out, but Kalac doesn't have to touch the bail as Steve Claridge 
scores a last-second winner. 


JUNE . 

9 - In WA, Bayswater make it eight straight wins with a 3-1 win over Inglewood. Robert 
Perruzza scores another two to make it 17 goals in 8 games. 

16 - Bayswater can't make it nine in a row as they go down 0-1 at Stirling Macedonia. Up in 
Queensland top side Brisbane City give up top spot with a 0-1 loss at lowly Pine Rivers. 

19 - The Intemational Travellers defeat the True Blues 2-1 in Sydney. 

22 - In the NSWSL, Adamstown Rosebud win 2-1 at Blacktown to get off the bottom of the 
table and effectively end Blacktown's season while they're at it. Up in the Qld XXXX 
League, bottom team North Star get their first win of the season (after 16 starts) with a 2-1 
win over fellow cellar-dwellers Eastern Suburbs. No change at the top with both Brisbane 
clubs recording home victories. _ 

23 - Sutherland Sharks stay top in the NSWSL with a 1-1 draw at Leichhardt but their are 
now five teams within three points of ‘em... Down in Victoria, Con Boutsianis is on target 
for Melboume (Heidelberg) Warriors in their 3-2 win over Fawkner, while the other Wariors 
(North Geelong) go down 1-2 at home to Thomastown. Performance of the day (again) 
goes to Frank Arok's Port Melbourne who demolish league leader Sunshine 5-2. Warren 
Spink gets on the board for Green Gully in their 2-1 win at Bentleigh. Oh yeah, the 
Travellers beat the True Blues 2-1 in Brisbane. 

29 - Sutherland remain unbeaten at the top following a 1-0 home win over Bankstown. 

30 - The match of the day in Victoria sees Melboume Warriors win 3-1 at Altona and move 
into third place, only two points behind Sunshine after the Georgies could only manage a 
scoreless draw at home to lowly Albion. Bentleigh stay second with a 1-0 win at Box Hill, 
but the ‘five’ looks settled as Green Gully and Port Melboume draw 1-1, a result which does 
neither club any real good. 





JULY 

4- The Matildas (remember them?) take the lead against the USA in Tampa but finish up 
going down 2-1. 

5 - Friday Night soccer sees Springvale host Sunshine, and the Georgies escape with a 1-0 
win which sees them go four points clear at the top in the Vic Prem League. For forty-eight 
hours anyway... 

6 - Back in the USA, the Matildas go in against the US women again and repeat the 1-2 
scoreline. In the NSWSL, Canterbury notch a badly needed win over Macarthur, 1-0. 

7 - The Australian Junior Womens Championships kick off with Auckland (127!) and South 
Australia playing out a 1-1 draw. Queensland look the early favourites with a 3-0 win over 
Victoria. Oh, in case you're wondering, NSW didn't bother sending a team. 

Melbourne (Heidelberg) Warriors are reaching top form at the right time. A hat-trick from 
the league's top scorer Bobby Despotovski (making it 21 for the year) helps the ex-Bergers 
to a comprehensive 4-0 win over Bulleen and sees them jump to second place. 

Back up in the NSWSL it's a big day for St George who crush Central Coast 7-1 and move 
up to third ptace, two points behind leaders Sutherland who draw 1-1 at Bonnyrigg. 
Parramatta stay second with a 2-1 win at Warringah. In Queensland, Taringa Rovers go 
one better than St George with an 8-0 drubbing of Nerang. No change at the top though 
where Brisbane Lions (what chance a nice pay-out from the AFL to change their name?) 
still lead Brisbane City on goal difference. 





... and off 


JUNE 

8 - The Oz Women's Soccer Assoc. advertises for a new CEO, to be based in Canberra. 
11 - John Perin resigns as Adelaide City coach after a conflict over his demands for the 
coming season. 

12 - Ex-Socceroo Johnny Nyskohus is appointed as the new Adelaide City coach. 

13 - West Ad ‘keeper Peter Blazincic joins Sydney United. Frank Arok gets three years at 
Gippsland Falcons to perform miracles (if they're in the national league that long of course). 
14 - Former Apia, Blacktown and Sydney United player and former coach of Warringah 
Dolphins, Glenn Sterrey, is appointed assistant coach of West Adelaide. 

15 - Soccer SA is negotiating for national Pay TV coverage for its Premier League Grand 
Final, which will also be shown locally on Channel! 10. 


cleared of the charge of physically abusing the referee during a recent game, retires from 
Premier League soccer citing family and business reasons. Collingwood Football Club 
president Kevin Rose claims the club is in urgent need of an overhaul... He sees the 
introduction of soccer at Victoria Park as "an opportunity to boost social club dollars, and, 
potentially, football club membership". 

21 - Scott Morrison (WestAd) joins Sth Oz PL club Olympians on loan for the rest of the 
season. David Hillis a happy man after a rating of 17 (360,000 viewers) on Channel 9 for 
the first Superstars of Soccer Challenge game. 

26 - Knights president Angie Cimera confirms that Goran Lozanovski is a target for next 
season, offering the chance for Goran to play under lan Dobson again, as he did at 
Preston. Collingwood are keeping an eye on John Anastasiadis, currently with PAOK. 

27 - David Hill reiterates his threat on banning clubs from the A-League if they don't get rid 
of nationalistic emblems from their club playing shirts. Joe Mullen is announced as the new 
assistant coach of Adelaide City. 

28 - South Melboume is to change it's colours to green and white and add a new nickname, 
‘The Lakers’. j 


16 - George Konstandopoulos, of Sth Oz Premier League club Olympians, who is later ap 


JULY 

2 -A report appears in the Scottish press suggesting Mark Bosnich is keen to play for 
Glasgow Celtic. The Jocks are supposedly happy to pay three million pounds for his 
signature, but Aston Villa manager Brian Little is unlikely to let him go. 

3 - Ned Zelic pulls out of the Olympics because of his commitment to his new French club 
Auxerre, Steve Corica is the replacement. Kevin Muscat (from Florida) refutes claims that 
his possible move to English club Crystal Palace is signed, sealed and delivered. David 
Mitchell, Josip Biskic and Mehmet Durakovic all are looking to get away from Malaysian 
club Selangor. Marconi has already made a move. Lou Hristodoulou (Panathinaikos) 
knocks back an offer from the Lakers, who also appoint former long-serving defender 
Steve Blair as assistant coach. Zeljko Kalac expresses a desire to retum to Sydney United, 
but his club Wolves don't want to let him go. Sydney United are still owed $500,000 on the 
transfer. In the meantime, Sean Babic leaves United for Marconi and Manis Lamond is 
trialling in Singapore. 

4 - West Adelaide close in on Cosmos star Alex Castro. Alex Tobin knocks back interstate 
offers to stay with Ad City. Jamie Perin wants a transfer to the Sharks. Marconi is chasing 
the signatures of AdCity pair Craig Foster and John Gibson. City re-sign Mark Yates, Brad 
Hassell, Angelo Costanzo and Costas Salapasides. West Ad announce a new gear 
supplier, ASICS. Rumours abound of a four-nation tournament in January involving the 
Socceroos, Japan, Norway and Chile. 

7 - The overseas exodus continues with a couple of Queenslanders, John Weatherby 
(Rochedale Rovers) and Richard Cooper (North Brisbane) reportedly heading for frials with 
German third (!) division club FC Magdeburg and Tottenham respectively. The Joeys are 
invited to compete in a tournament in Uruguay, against the U/17 teams of Uruguay, Chile 
and Argentina. There are two back-up games against Argentina if the toumament doesn't 
come through. Everything except airfares is provided for. Brazil has also issued an invite 
for our Joeys to compete during the same month, in another toumament. 





Travelling in the right direction? 


Game 1 - Wednesday, June 19 (Sydney Football Stadium) 


International Travellers 2 Paul Agostino 20, Carl Veart 82 
True Blues 4 Frank Farina 57 
Att: 9143 Referee: Brett Hugo 


Game 2 - Sunday, June 23 {Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 
Internationa! Travellers 2 Paut Agostino 35, Ante Moric 81 
True Blues 1 Kris Trajanovski 53 


Att: 8291 Referee: Eugene Brazzale 
Intemational Travellers versus the True Blues. Travellers? True Blues? {dunno what the 


marketing men thought about it all but | didn't speak to anyone who thought the choice of 
team names was inspiring. In fact ! didn't speak to anyone who thought the choice of names 
was good. Everyone | spoke to had a better suggestion, Home & Aways was a frequent 
(boring) suggestion, but there were plenty of others. And then there was the title of the series. 
‘Superstars of Soccer’, Some of these guys can't even get a regular senior game with their 
clubs! As usual, a whole stack of quality players on both sides were unavailable for a whole 
stack of different reasons, but that certainly didn’t stop the organisers from retaining the 
original ticket price. David Hill summed it up best himself when he said after the first match 
"It's a big ask getting people to watch a game when they could sit at home and get it for free 
on television....” 


Speaking of which, Greg Blake took the microphone duties and handled them pretty well. It 
was important that some life.was injected into the commentary and while there are plenty who 
are put off by Blake’s exuberant style they are the probably the same peopte who can't handle 
Rex Hunt. SU feared that Darrell 'HUGE' Eastlake may have barge(arse)d his way into the 
box and gone completely over the top but the addition of Wheatley was a sensible selection 
which made sure the verbal histrionics didn’t overshadow the events on the park. The Nine 
frontmen seemed happy to let the ‘experts’ do the talking, which was a smart move, but 
Sutcliffe and McGuire don't get paid heaps to make dumb decisions. An unusual move was to 
get ET himself to make the sideline comments, and while it was interesting to hear his 
comments on certain situations it left him exposed to criticism of his views. His praise of 
Kulscar for example left some of us scratching our heads. Our view hasn't changed. That 
sort of player has no value in an 'exhibition' game. 

One final note. Did Optus Vision really need to promote the series with the line "For the 
Overseas players its a chance to justify making all that money"? 


Time to let Matthew Hal! have his say about the target audience... 

The interest shown by Channel Nine in the Superstars of Soccer series was intriguing but 
one fact should not be ignored. Soccer Australia does not need to attract to the Australian 
game people who have no interest or knowledge of soccer. Their real target should be to rein 
in the millions of football fans who are knowledgable, interested, and active participants in the 
game yet have been given no real opportunity to become invoived or interested in the local 
game, be it the Ericsson Cup or Socceroos. 

How many people play socially, or have little brothers/sisters/sons/daughters who play on 
the weekend and find little or no discussion among teammates of Australian teams or 
Australian club soccer? Most chat is restricted to Manchester United, Liverpoo!, AC Milan or 
Barcelona, right? 

It's these people who should be the targets of Soccer Australia NOT disillusioned rugby 
league fans, for example, as seemed to be the abject to Channel Nine's approach to the 
coverage of the game. 
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At this point its worth passing the keyboard to Lou Maratos who 
has come up with a list of The Good, The Bad and The Ugly... 


THE GOOD 
- The fact that such a series was actually dreamed up shows that SocAus is starting to show 


that Soccer really can get it's act together. 

- The retum of the ‘superstars’ from overseas, 

- The involvement of a new sponsor to soccer, CANTERBURY 

- The involvement of a commercial network, with the bonus of high ratings in the critical 
viewing market of Sydney. * 

- Channel 9 providing a full blown professional coverage with the perception that no expense 


- was spared and introducing a never before seen overhead shot of the field of play during the 


game. 

- The ensuing spin-offs on Channel 9 with promotion on Sale Of The Century and interviews 
on Sports Sunday. 

- Actually seeing commercials with a soccer theme, during the ad-breaks. 


- People did actually bother to tum up to the games. 
- The perceived total support of so many players from overseas and locals and their no 


holding back during the games. Possibly some old scores being settled? 

- Such a concept could be sold to Pay TV for viewing in regions such as Asia, which could be 
a big money spinner 

- The getting together of so much talent for the national coach to see at the one time. 


THE BAD 


- The venues. Why not choose a compact ground like Hindmarsh Stadium where supporters 
aren't lost in a sea of plastic and concrete and their bunching together looks good on TV. 
Plus, those rugby lines running across the field are a pain. 

- The timing of the games probably should be brought back closer towards the end of the 
season ensuring all players are still in match fitness and the supporters aren't already taking a 
break from the season ended. Also, it shouldn't compete against other major overseas TV 
events (eg: Euro '96) 

- The delayed telecasts being on so late, 11:00pm to 1:00am (Adelaide) for the first game. 

- It's questionable whether a ful! 90 minutes should be shown. Maybe it's better to provide a 1 
hour highlights package that will keep viewers interested until the concept takes off and can 
be sold off to other overseas interests. 

- Too many talking heads prior to the game and aiso commenting on the game 

- The lack of publicity in cities not directly involved in hosting the games 

- The bland outfits provided by CANTERBURY. How about some flashy colours to attract the 
kids to buying them in the mainstream retail outlets? 


THE UGLY 

- The possible failure of SocAus to capitalise on and improve the concept and also how about 
some associated merchandise, videos of the games etc? 

- With regards to SBS the possibility of SocAus selling it's soul to commercial TV whilst biting 
the hand that feeds it 

- To take the concept too seriously to the detriment of other more important sectors of the 
game. {t should only be considered a ‘gimmick’ that attracts a new audience to the game 
which hopefully boosts the image and commerciality of soccer, like World Series Cricket does 
for the Australian Cricket Board ie: the traditional side of soccer should not become reliant on 
this TV concept 

- Why can we get back the overseas players for such games but not for more important full 
internationals? 

- A possible media war between Murdoch and Packer (a la Rugby League) to take ownership 
of the game after seeing the potential the game provides to attract a TV viewing audience. 
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Hill's Agenda - Success or Failure? 

When the National Soccer Summit was held in Melbourne last year David Hill presented 
the assembled throng with a 24 point masterplan which would lift Australian soccer into the 
mainstream of Australian sport and our international teams to a higher level. 

‘Lou Maratos sent in a multi-page article which unfortunately has been squeezed out due to 


space restrictions, but we'd like to hear everyone's views on the subject. No need to comment 


on all the points. Just let us know what you think about some of the more important issues 
and we'll run a full blown analysis in SU16. For those of you who don't have SU4, we'll reprint 
his manifesto just once more... 


1. Australian Football needs a National plan with more vision, clearer direction, concise 
planning and specific strategies. 

2. Australian Football should embrace the requirements of our Intemational teams as the 
highest priority. 

3. Long term (roll-over) planning of Australia’s intemational team schedule - to the year 2002 - 
should replace the current, piecemeal basis scheduling of games. There should be more 
Socceroo games and more played in Australia. 

4. Consistent with an Intemational Tournament and World Cup obligations, Australia should 
plan a rigorous schedule of 16 intemationals each year, 12 in Australia. 

5. The Socceroos schedule should include more games against higher ranked world football 
nations. 

6. The resourcing and management of international touring requires a number of detailed 
improvements eg. travel of individual overseas players to join the Socceroo squad. 

7. The NSL néeds fundamental changes to take it to its next stage of development. 

8. The NSL (alongside Australia’s intemational teams) needs to be recognised as the highest 
Priority. 

9. The financial viability of the NSL and NSL clubs needs to be enhanced. 

10. Significant increases in full time professional opportunities for Australian footballers need 
to be introduced. 

11, As an initial step to promote more full time professional opportunities, the ASF should 
provide some direct financial assistance to each of the clubs which will enable us to increase 
the number of full time player positions available. 

12. Strategies need to be introduced to increase all major revenue sources including TV 
fights, sponsorship, gate receipts, merchandising, various Government revenues. 

13. The ASF should assist in developing appropriate programs and standards for the 
improved management, organisation structures and administration of national league clubs. 
14. Strategies need to be developed to improve management and administration of the NSL. 
15. A national sponsor of the national jleague needs to be arranged. 

16. Television coverage (both free-to-air and pay TV) of football should be increased. 

17. The national league season should be extended. 

18. The appeal of football and the NSL needs to be extensively broadened into the 
mainstream of Australian society. 

19.There is a need to further widen the community appeal of NSL clubs, so that beyond the 
current centres of support the ordinary Australian feels equa! access and ownership of their 
local football team. 

20. The natural advantages of football as the genuine national code should be exploited - by 
encouraging viable bids from Perth, Canberra, Newcastle and other Australian centres for 
admission to the NSL. 

21. Strategies should be developed to capitalise on the increased football opportunities in the 
Asian Pacific region with regular toumaments or competitions at both international and 
national league level, 


22. The future of Australian football requires a positive and constructive collective effort, rather 


than the promotion of sectional interests. 

23. The current review of the ASF Articles of Association should address the representation of 
constituent football bodies and the relationship between the ASF and other football 
organisations. 

24. Immediate consideration should be given to replacing the name ‘soccer’ with ‘football’. 





One ends, another begins 


Well, it's not quite 31 matches in 21 days, but another major tournament is about to 
begin, and this one even involves Australia (sorry, the Coca-Cola Olyroos)! For a while 
there it looked as though we were going to have a controversy-free lead-up as well until 
Ned Zelic pulled out with a typical Euroroo excuse about club before country. Corica will do 
the job, and we have a better forward line this time, so things should be looking rosy 
enough, but the competition will be much stronger than it was in Spain with a galaxy of 
world stars ready to take the stages in Miami, Birmingham, Athens and other well known 
hotbeds of soccer. As expected, the Oz mainstream press have failed to include the 
Olyroos among their list of potential medal winners, but it is a difficult assignment and a 
place in the last eight should be seen as a success. 


Okay, now it's time for a good old fashioned bitch session. As Rex Hunt might say, we 
can put a man on the moon but we can’t watch the Olyroos. Four years ago the Seven 
Network treated soccer fans with contempt until the ‘Roos made the semi finals, and there 
was hope that Optus Vision might ‘do the right thing’ and allow soccer, basketball and 
hockey fans to follow the progress of THEIR team, either five or at least on delayed 
telecast. Essentially we wanted to watch the FULL ninety minutes. Sadly, this won't 
happen, well, not unless we make the final anyway. Soccer fans will be forced to huddle 
around the radio like pre-1956 to hear how we go, while the preliminaries in the swimming, 
weightlifting and fencing get the full TV treatment. Funny that, we thought the idea of 
introducing Pay TV into the marketplace was to complement the commercial networks, not 
duplicate them! 

Thankfully the ABC have come to the rescue and if you tune in to 2BL, 3LO, 4QR, SAN, 
6WF or 7ZR at the times listed below who should be able to pick up live commentary of the 
Olyroo matches. 


Sunday, July 21 - 8:30am (Orange Bowl, Miami)'v France 
Tuesday, July 23 - 9:00am (Orange Bowl, Miami) v Saudi Arabia 
Thursday, July 25 - 9:00am (Citrus Sowl, Florida) v Spain 
And if we get through that lot you're sure to hear about the rest..... 


Group B - The Group of Death? 


Yeah, we had to get that in. But seriously, on paper, this appears to be the toughest 
group, with the defending Olympic champions, the 1984 champions, the Asian nation most 
likely to be suited to the conditions, and Australia. Oz shouldn't be out of place in this 
company, having reached the last eight in 1988 and the last four in 1992, but nagging 
doubts remain. Oz have had an armchair ride to the finals with only Canada providing any 
sort of real opposition, and Canada - as we all saw - are a long way from being worth a 
spot here. The difference may well be in the preparation, with quite a number of the teams 
having literally dozens of warm-up matches (see list later in the article). A week in 
Townsville to get some warmer weather followed by a couple of weeks in the US scratching 
around for a game here and there is far from ideal, and could be the difference between 
reaching the quarters and catching an early flight home. ET has had a bit of a whinge 
about the fack of warm-up opponents but he’s running out of people to blame.The fate 
withdrawal of Zelic (at least he found the time to play half a game in New York for the FIFA 
All-Stars!) gives Corica a chance to show us what he’s capable of at the highest level, but 
with Mendez missing it will be up to the likes of Viduka, Vidmar and Tiatto to push Australia 
through to the last eight. Horvat showed against Scotland that his organizational skills are 
fine and as !ong as Muscat can avoid card trouble the defence should be able to restrict the 
oppostion forwards to a ‘catchable'’ total. 

What warm-up matches we've played have seen us notch some good results, with a win 
over the US a good omen if we happen to draw 'em in the quarters. But that would be 
looking too far away. First up fs.... 
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France: 
To finish a 10 match qualifying campaign with a 25-3 goal difference and only one 
defeat suggests a dominance similar to that which Australia enjoyed in Adelaide in January 


. this year. But the quol-i-ee of opposition was far superior (they had to settle for a pair of 


goalless draws with Romania) and if you take out the 18 goals scored in matches against 
Azerbaijan and Poland they only scored seven goals in six matches. 

In Barcelona, they were the better side against Italy but couldn't break down a typically 
resolute Italian backline. Perhaps if the Olyroos can keep themselves organised at the 
back then a victory is certainly within grasp. 

Players to watch: Florian Maurice, Robert Pires, Patrick Vieira 


U-21 Championship results 

Qualifiers - Group 1 

1994 Sep 6 (Myjava) Slovakia 3-0, Oct 7 (Puy) Romania 0-0, Nov 15 (Chorzow) Poland 4-0 
Dec 13 (Trabzon) Azerbaijan 5-0, 1995 Mar 28 (Ashdod) Israel 1-1, Apr 26 (Rennes) 
Slovakia 0-1, Aug 16 (La Touquet) Poland 4-1, Sep 6 (Bourges) Azerbaijan 5-0, Oct 10 
(Bucharest) Romania 0-0, Nov 15 (Rouen) Israel 3-0 

Final Group 1 Standings (Pts, G-D} 

France (21, 25-3}, Poland (17, 18-18), Romania (18, 17-10), Slovakia (14, 11-10) 

tsrael (12, 12-11), Azerbaijan (3, 5-36) 


1/4 Final Mar 13 (Osnabmeck) Germany 0-0, Mar 26 (Metz) Germany 4-1 
Semi Final May 28 (Barcelona) italy 0-1 3rd pl May 31 (Barcelona) Scotland 1-0 


Saudi Arabia 


In the wash-up, any victory over Kazakhstan was enough to qualify for the semi-finals in 
Malaysia where they scored a double chance to get to the US. They needed it. It took a 
sudden-death / golden-goal to eam the trip and if top scorer Al Dossary (who was voted 
MVP in the games against South Korea and Kazakhstan) can be contained then they 
should finish bottom of the group. The one big advantage they will have is the heat. It was 
a major factor in their good performances at USA '94 and it could be a major factor here as 
well. One player Oz won't be bothered by is Saeed Owairan who is currently suspended by 
the Saudi FA for taking advantage of the 'good life' after becoming an intemational 
celebrity ovemight two years. More sobering is the memory of the Saudis thumping us 3-0 
in that one-off match in Taif in August ‘95. 

Players to watch: Obied Al Dossary, Zubromawi, Al Marzoug, and ‘keeper A! Sadig 


Olympic qualifying results 

Preliminary Group F - 4995 

Aug 24 (Taif} Syria 2-0 (Fahd Al Gheshayan 70, 80), Aug 31 (Kuwait City) Kuwait 1-0 
(Obied Al Dossary 12), Sep 15 (Damascus) Syria 1-0 (Nasser Al Qahtani 9 pen), 
Sep 21 (Taif) Kuwait 0-0 


Final Group F Standings (Pts, G-D) 
Saudi Arabia (10, 4-0), Kuwait (5, 3-3), Syria (1, 2-6) 


Final tournament - played in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - March 16-27, 1996 

Group B 

Mar 17 v South Korea1-1 (Obied Al Dossary 39), Mar 19 v China 1-1 (Obied Ai Dossary 
53), Mar 21 v Kazakhstan 4-0 (Ibrahim Isa 2, Obied Al Dossary 36, 55, 64) 

Semi Final Mar 24 v Japan 1-2 (Obied Al Dossary 77) 3rd place play-off Mar 27 v Iraq 1-0 
{Hussain Omar Al Sulaiman 96) 


Spain 

Dunno what happened in Denmark (when a first half Steffen Hoejer hat-trick set the hosts 
on their way to a 5-0 lead before Roberto scored a late consolation), but by then it was all 
over bar the shooting as Spain cruised home in first place. Take out the goals against the 
three minnows and six goals in six hours is a signa! that Oz could sneak a victory. In the U- 
21 final against Italy they used a 4-3-3 formation and were handed a huge advantage when 
their opponents were reduced to ten men late in the first half after Amoruso copped a red for 
tangling with Jose !gnacio Sainz. Despite equalising shortly after through Raul's free-kick 
they failed to break down the Italian defence a second time, even when the Italians were 
down to nine men after Ametrano copped a second yellow. 

As with France, much depends on the squad selected, and whether three over-age 
players are included, but if Raul and De ia Pena (who scored with a gem of a free kick 
against Scotland) can remain fit they have the nucleus to go all the way to the final. 

Players to watch: Oscar Garcia, !van De la Pena, Raul Gonzales 


U-21 Championship results 

Qualifiers - Group 2 

4994 Sept 7 (Lamaca) Cyprus 6-0, Oct 11 (Bitola} Macedonia 1-0, Nov 15 (Cordoba) 

Denmark 1-0, Dec 16 (Molenbeek) Belgium 3-3 1995 Mar 28 (Malaga) Belgium 1-1, Apr 26 

{Abovian) Armenia 3-0, Jun 6 (Granada) Armenia 4-0, Sep 5 (Almeria) Cyprus 3-1, Oct 10 
(Aarhus) Denmark 1-5, Nov 14 (Alicante) Macedonia 4-0 

FINAL STANDINGS (Pts, G-D) 

Spain (23, 27-10), Denmark (19, 31-15), Belgium (19, 26-10), Macedonia (12, 16-27) Cyprus 

(10, 10-25), Armenia (3, 8-31} 

Quarter Final Mar 13 (Grenada) Czech Rep 2-1, Mar 27(Prague) Czech Rep. 2-1 

Semi Final May 28 (Barcelona) Scotland 2-1, Final May 31 (Barcelona) Italy 1-1 (2-4 pens) 


As for the rest... 


No South American nation has won an Olympic gold medal since 1928 but Brazil have 
given their team every chance to end the drought with a massive number of warm-up 
matches over the past two years, and the only team they failed to defeat during the SA 
qualifiers was Argentina (watch for Crespo, Ortega), who should get through Group A. 

If they can avoid each other in the semis, then it could be an all SA final, as the World Youth 
Cup was last year. Brazil will be strengthened by the inclusion of Bebeto and the Gold Cup 
final loss to Mexico could be an added spur. 

The US could be a wild card, with Claudio Reyna holding the key. Alexi Lalas and Kasey 
Keller will provide the experience down the back and crowd support can do wonders. Little is 
known of the Africans but Ghana and Nigeria both have good pedigree in youth tournaments 
and one or the other could make a semi. Tunisia appear lucky to get this far after being 
beaten by Togo, only for Togo to be found guilty of the ‘age-timit violation’ routine, still so 
common over there. Nigeria were charged with a similar offence by Zimbabwe but their 
‘keeper was found to be the right age. They stil have problems, most of them 
organizational, and whether team harmony can be maintained is the usual question. 

The fact remains that there are six or eight countries that must really fancy their chances 
of a medal, and the quarter-finals will hopefully throw up some combinations happy to go at 
each other rather than adopt the sterile approach of Euro '96. Who knows, if Australia has a 
real go then we just might get to the semis again. 


Some recent (and not-so-recent) U-23 results which may or may not be of interest... 
Feb 11-USA0 SthKoreaQ, Feb 14-Mexico1 SthKorea1, Feb 18-Canada2 Sth Korea 2, 
Mar 6 - Brazil 2 Argentina 2, Mar6-USA2 Mexico 3, May 22 - Brazil 1 Croatia 1, 

May 19-USA0 Australia2, June t-USAO Ireland1, June 22-USA2 South Africa 2, 

June 24-USA2 South Africa 0, June 27-Brazil3 Polandi, June 30-USA2 Saudi Arabia 0, 
July 6 - USA 0 Nigeria 0, 
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Programme 


Review 


This month we take a look at the cecently completed 
"EZAROI 96" honanza with four programmes. Cine 
group game, one from the quarters, the semi final 
issue and the fiaal. 





Netherlands v England - Tues 18th June 1996 
Wembley, London 
68 Pages (29 pp ads) - Size 211mm x 298mm 


A glossy, full colour issue with plenty to read and 
lots of photos. It is very up to date. There are a lot 
of ads but they are placed in such a way that there 
is an article opposite thus ensuring an even spread 
throughout of ads. in a slight change of format for 
reviewing the programme, all page numbers that 
are not noted have ads. (The same format applies 
to the other 3 reviews). You've watched & heard it 
on SBS, now let's read the programme! 


Cover - Shows full match details with photo of a 
past game between both sides. 1 - Lennart 
Johansson & Bert Millichip say welcome in 3 
languages. 2 ~ All Grp A fixtures-including venue, 
KO time and all the match officials. Past winners of 
the competition + 4 photos. 4/5 “Football Comes 
Home" - what it takes to put on EURO 96. 6 - The 
Dutch route to England with all results and scorers 
+ photos. 8 - Did you know? 20 facts about Dutch 
football. 10/12 - How the Dutch & English have 
fared in previous EURO comps. 14 ~ A profile on 
Ruud Gullit 88, 16 - An interview with Gus Hiddink. 
18/20/22/24/26 - Pen pictures of the Dutch squad + 
18 photos. 30/31 - Previous results + 5 photos + 
items of memorabilia. 32/33 - The EURO 96 
schedule. All match details + the badges of each 
nation. 34 - Programme parade. Picture of 8 
Programmes from Netherlands/England games. 36 
- A short Venables profile. 38/40/42/44/46 - Pen 
pictures of the English squad + 16 photos, 48 - 8 
Photos of the England v Switzerland game. 50 - 6 
photos from the Scotland v Netherlands game. 
52/54/56/58/60/62 - It all began before the Beatles 
- The history of the EURO Championships. Pt 2. 
(Pt 1 was in the Scotland/England prog.}. Incls 20 
pictures. 64 - Focus on the 2 Grp A venues + 
Background to The Fair Play award. Back Page - 
Squad line ups. 


There are 104 pictures of which 75% are action 
shots. There are 11 articles + 7 features which are 
full of stats or photos. Just about every page has a 
picture. There are some very interesting articles 
and the range of pictures is excellent. The 
Programme cost $8.00 which for a big game in 
England is very good value. At least it was nice to 
see programme prices not go through the roof! 





France v Netherlands & England v Spain 
Saturday 22nd June 1996 
Anfietd, Liverpool & Wembley, London 
68 pages (31 pp ads) - Size 211mm x 298mm 


This programme covered the quarter finals that 
resulted from groups A & B. The cover clearly 
states the two games, the competitors, the venues 
and KO times along with action shots from the 
group games. The background colour is orange.. 
Whilst the ads appear to be almost the same as in 
the earlier programme reviewed, let's look at the 
features and see how they stand up. 


1 - Lennart & Bert again show their muiti finguat 
talents as they introduce EURO 96 - Une Nouvelle 
Dimension pour le Football Europiilen. 2 - A facus 
on Anfield & Wembley. 4/5 - “Football Comes 
Home”. 6 - Fair Play - the name of the game. 8 - in 
Off the Post. Feature on football on postage 
stamps, 10 - Feature on the role Lilleshall plays in 
developing young talent for England's future. 12 - 
Photos from the opening ceremony. 14 - Quiz 1. 
16 ~ Real Roy of the Rovers stuff. A look at an 
English Foatbalt hero. 18/20 - Pen pictures of the 
French squad. Updated to include group stats. 22/4 
- Updated pen pictures of the Dutch squad. 26 - 
French group photo action. 28 - Dutch group photo 
action. 30/1 - Group A & B photo action. 32 - The 
French & Dutch squads. 33 - The English & 
Spanish squads. 34/5 - Group results and scorers 
(except 19 June Grp C & D) + badges of each 
EURO 96 nation. 36 - English group photo action. 
38 - Spanish group photo action. 40 - 16 countries 
sign the Fair Play pledge. 42/4 - Updated English 
pen pictures. 46/8 - Updated Spanish pen pictures. 
5O - Let the music play. Feature on the music 
behind EURO 96. 52 - Quiz 2. 56 - Picture This. A 
profile on a sports photagrapher. 58/60/62/64 - It all 
began before the Beatles. A profile on the history 
of the Championships. 


Another excellent programme. Packed with 79 
photos of which 59 are action shots and 32 of them 
relate to earlier group games. The player profiles 
have been updated to reflect who scored important 
goals in the group games and most of the results 
are also up to date. As with the first programme 
reviewed, this one cost just $8.00 - very good value 
for money. 





France v Czech Rep & Germany v England 
Wednesday 26th June 1996 
Old Trafford, Manchester & Wembley, 
London 
68 Pages (31 pp ads) - Size 211mm x 
298mm 


The quality continues. But perhaps the one thing 
that starts to repeat itself are the adverts and some 
of the articles reappear for a second or third time. 
True, not everyone will have been to previous 
games, but for the dedicated it detracts. 


Cover - Again gives clear details on both games 
and venues with KO times. The background is 
mainly blue with 4 photos of some of the quarter 
final heroes for each team. 1 - The Bert & Lennart 
show as they say " EURO 96 - Eine neve 
Dimension fur den Europaischen Fussball". 2 - The 
Complete stats for ali EURO Finals. The leading 
scorers; the attendance for each final; and the Roll 
of Honour + some trivia. 4/5 - Football comes 
Home - again. 6 - Profile on each semi final venue. 
8 - Another look at stamps & football. 10/12 - 
Broadcasting to the World. What's behind getting 
the pictures to you in your home. 14 - Quiz 1. 16 - 
Looking back at ‘Sensational Semis'. 18/20 - 
Updated French pen pictures. 22/4 - Updated 
Czech pen pictures. 26 - Action shots from the 
France/Netherlands quarter final. 28 - Czech photo 
action from their quarter fina! against Portugal. 
30/1 - Quarter final action photos. 32 - The French 
and Czech squads. 33 - The German and English 
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squads. 34/5 - ALL the results to date. 36 - German 
action shots from the quarter final against Croatia. 
38 - England v Spain action. 40 - The final group 
league table. 42/4 - German pen pictures with the 
latest news. 46/8 - English pen pictures with all the 
latest info. 50 - Each countries signed Fair Play 
pledge. 52 - Quiz 2. (Theyre not easy questions 
either!) 54 - Fair Play - The name of the Game. 56 
- Profile on John Motson & Alan Parry, two TV 
commentators. 58 - Did you know? 12 facts about 
the championships including the fact that Ireland 
were the first team to win a game back in the 1958 
competition. [In the 1964 preliminaries, 
Luxembourg beat the Netherlands on aggregate! 
60 - EURO 96 - Let the Music Play. 64 - Football's 
the World. A review of books by and about some of 
the games best known characters. 


Another programme at the great price of $8.00. 
Glossy and full of colour. Supported by 60 pictures 
of which 35 are action shots from the quarter finals. 
These two semi finals produced the competitors for 
the final played a few days later at Wembley 
Stadium. The climax to what had been an 
entertaining three weeks of football. 





EURO 96 
OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMMES 





The job of producing the Matchday Programmes 
for EURO 96 was handed to La Rive Promotions. 
In total, 114 programmes were praduced for the 
Championships. The first 10 contained 68 pages 
whilst the Fina! edition contained 84 pages. Groups 
B, C, & D had one programme each covering their 
6 matches. Group A had 4 programmes, one for 
each Wembley game and one for the three games 
played at Villa Park. There were two issues for the 
quarter finals, ane has been reviewed here whilst 
the other was for the Villa Park and Old Trafford 
Quarter Finals. Again as featured above, there was 
one issue for both Semis and the big one for the 
final is reviewed on the following page. 
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Czech Republic v Germany 
Sunday 30th June 1996 
Wembley Stadium, London 
84 pages (37 pp ads} - Size 211mm x 
298mm 


We've watched it on SBS! The programme looks 
great. It's glossy. It's right up to date. Let's not 
hesitate. Let's have a look at this bumper edition. 


Cover - Full match details given. Two action shots 
of both teams goalies. Main background colour is 
black. 1 - Lennart (minus Bert) says it's "A Fitting 
Final", Or is that Une Fin Triomphale? Or perhaps 
Ein Kronender Abschluss? 2 - Bert (minus Lennart) 
tells us we have had 3 exciting weeks! 3 - Photo of 
HM QE !I (Patron of the FA) and her husband, 4/5 - 
The Closing Ceremony timetable and photos. 6 - 
Wembley - Field of Dreams. And for the tenth time 
we are told that Wembley cost Sig 750,000 to build 
and it took just 300 working days. 8 - Fair Play - 
The name of the game. 10/12 - Profile of a sports 
press photographer. 14 - EURO 96 Goals Goals 
Goals. 5 action shots of goals. 16 - Into the Future. 
A look at the EURO 2000 Co Hosts - Belgium and 
The Netherlands. Includes a picture of the new 
Amsterdam Arena. 18 - The 16 signed Fair Play 
pledges. 20 - Soccer With a Smile. 5 pictures of 
players with something to smile about 22 - Finals 
quiz 1. 24 - The Joy of Euro 96. 6 photos of fans 
celebrating in the correct manner. .26 - Profile on 
The Czech Republic. 28 - Previous encounters 
between Germany (incl E & W) = and 

zechoslovakia and The Czech Rep. 30/32 - The 

zech players in profile. Updated again since the 
semi final. 34 - Reflections. A look back at thé 
previous 3 weeks. 36/38 - Seven action shots of 
the Czechs win over France. 40/41 - It Was 30 
Years Ago... A look back at England's World Cup 
win in 1966. Includes photos of newspaper 
clippings, the match programme and a standing 
match ticket. It cost just 10 bob ($1) to stand at 
Wembley for THAT game. 42/43 - ALL the results 
(except the final!) and all the corers and the times 
of goals. There were five 0-0 draws out of 31 
games at EURO 96. 44/46 -Six photos of 
Germany's progress to Wembley. Mainly the semi 
final win over England. 48 - The European 
Championships Finals. The past finals. Includes 
Pictures of the fast 4 captains with the trophy held 
aloft. Also a reminder of the fact that 
Czechosiovakia beat W. Germany in the 1976 
final. 62 - Team photos of both teams including 
names of each player. 54/56 - Up to date player 
profiles of the German squad. 58/60/62/64 - It all 
began before the Beatles! The history of the 
Championships. Again! 66 - Finals quiz 2. 68 - 
Can we have our ball back please? Geoff Hurst 
recalls 1966. 70 - EURO 96 - Let the music begin. 
74 - After EURO 96 It's France ‘98. On ‘1st 
September England kick off their 1998 World Cup 
campaign in Moldova and Glenn Hoddle takes over 
from El Tel. 76/77 - Football Comes Home. 78 - In 
Off The Post. Stamps and Football. 80 - 


Broadcasting te the World. Back Cover - The 
squads and the match officials. 


There are 117 photos in this issue. 67 of them are 
action shots with the rest being evenly distributed 
amongst portrait pictures, various grounds, fans, 
etc. Of the action shots, around half are from 
EURO 96. Ten of the 17 features had appeared 
previously. Having said that, the quality of the 
programme is very good. The colour photo 
reproduction is excellent and the variety of action 
captured is first rate. An impressive thing about the 
Final programme (and the others for the quarter 
and semi finals) is that they are very up to date. 
Little comments about what a particular player did 
in the semis like scoring the winner etc are 
mentioned. So this side of the stats are not dated. 
The photos reflect the most recent action. Whilst 
there are for my liking a few too many ads, they 
are spread out with the general layout giving the 
reader one page of article/photos then one advert. 
From a fans perspective this issue was well priced 
at $10.00. Probably the over abundance of ads 
ensured good prices. 


“FINAL 


, OFFICIAL MATCHDAY 
PROGRAMME £5.00 


© Sunday 30th June - 
Wembley = Hek-of 7.00 pan 





Next month we hope to bring some 
different programmes to these pages for 
review. But in the meantime, if you've got 
any special favourites that you'd fike us to 
review, or any spare issues that are no 


longer required, send them to you know 
who at you know where! 
Ewen Anderson 
PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 








Front Row at Wembley ! 


Most of us watched EURO 96 courtesy of SBS. Ray Johnson of Brisbane decided to 
be different. He bought a ticket package and returned to the country of his birth to 
sample first hand the atmosphere of the competition. Ewen Anderson caught up with 
Ray whilst still jet lagged upon his return to Brisbane. 


Q. What made you go to EURO 96? 

A. | thought it was the only opportunity to see England win a major championship this 
century. 

Q. Which games did you see? 

A. Netherlands/England; Spain/England; Germany/England and Czech Republic/Germany. 
Q. What was transport like getting to the games? 

A. Driving was surprisingly easy provided | got to Wembley 2 hours before KO. | parked 10 
minutes watk from the ground then walked. For the final 1 took the Tube which was pretty 
empty. Most German and Czech fans were on buses. 

Q. What were the prices of tickets like for the games? 

A. $50+ for the early games and $100+ for the final. 

Q. Were there any ticket scalpers outside Wembley? 

A. Yes surprisingly. But not the Arfer Daley types. The Czech fans were the main customers 
for the final. 

Q. What was security like leading to and getting into Wembley? 

A. Very relaxed, not regimental. Smiling police on horse back. All very helpful and friendly. 
Q. What was the atmosphere like at each game? 

A. Netherlands/England - incredibly friendly, suddenly exploded with each goal. | saw Dutch 
fans in tears. Spain/England - Very patriotic. Very few Spanish at the game. Germany/ 
England - More tense in delicately balanced game. Reached fever pitch waiting for a goal to 
go in. Fans felt England would win on penalties. Then stunned silence. Then they gave the 
English team a standing ovation to thank them for their effort. For the final it was a very 


and sang “Checky, Checky, Checky”. It was great. 

Q. What was the cost of food & drink like at Wembley? 

A. Horrendous. $2.00 for a Mars Bar. $7.00 for a large burger. There was no beer on sale. 
Jimmy Hill has had his day though. 

Q. Which match did you enjoy most and why? 

A. The Netherlands game because the score was so totally unexpected. Also the media 
were convinced that a deal had been done for a 0-0 result. 

Q. Did you wear one of those silly plastic bowler hats we saw everyone wearing at 
Wembley? 

A. Yes. I'm afraid so. But only for the Netherlands game. It was a novelty then | realised how 
daft | looked. Being plastic it made your head sweat and you felt like you'd been for a swim. 
Q. How did the print media react to England's Semi Final defeat? 

A. Surprisingly complimentary to the commitment of the team and those players they usually 
liked to bag, like Gazza, Anderton and Piatt. 

Q. How did the crowd react to the Golden Goal rule in the final? 

A. No one believed that it would happen. Everyone was waiting for penalties. 

Q. SBS gave us tremendous live coverage, what was TV coverage like in England? 

A. Good. The TV studio was full of "experts" like Kevin Keegan with Gary Lineker in charge. 
Q. Overail, what are your best memories of EURO 96 live? 

A. The penalty shootout against Spain. | had a tremendous view. | was right behind the goal 
where the penalties were being taken. The part where Seaman made the vital save and 
everyone hugged someone next to them even though they'd never set eyes on them before. 
Also the fact that there were many families at the games was good to see. It augurs well for 
the future of the game. 


multi national atmosphere. 70% were English. The neutrals all supported the Czech team a P 


ot 


SU is often asked about what books are available on Australian soccer. It is 
with great pleasure we hand over to Peter Kunz (ACT) who has sent in an 


INTRODUCTION TO A BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


Following is a bibliography of Australian books about soccer or Australian saccer players. 
[tis compiled from titles in my own family library, research at the National Library of Australia 
and the Australian Institute of Sport Library in Canberra. 

Though extensive, | make no claim for it being totally comprehensive and indeed would 
like to hear from anyone who can supply me with additionai information. | can be contacted 
at the following address: 

Peter Kunz 8 Renwick St, Chifley ACT 2606 

In compiling this bibliography 1 was struck by the relative dearth of publications compared 
to the other Australian football codes, and some glaring gaps, such as the need for a current 
history of Australian soccer or the National Soccer League (SU12 also notes this glaring 
omission). Many of the books listed in the bibliography would be quite hard to find second 
hand, and a few would be extremely scarce. Most would not have had large print nuns. 

| mention in passing the following associated publications which are also of interest to the 
Australian soccer historian. 


General Australian sporting encyclopedias - Examples include the “Encyclopedia of 
Australian Sport" and “Ampol's Australian Sporting Records”. 


Soccer Newspapers - "Soccer World” (Late 1950's to early 1980's), “Soccer Action" (1970's 
to 1980's), "Australian and British Soccer Weekly” (1980's to date), "Inside Soccer" (1996 to 
date). 


Soccer magazines - "Shoot Australia" (circa 1994-94), Soccer Intemational (circa 1994 to 
date), “Soccer Australia" (circa 1994 to date). 


Individual soccer clubs and associations yearbooks, literature and programmes 


Government reports and academic sporting journal articles 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 





Alagich, Richard - Soccer Winning through Technique and Tactics - Sydney, McGraw- 
Hill, 1995 

A cerebral coaching text for young players and coaches written by a master coach for the 
player who wants to compete at the top level. Meticulous detail. 


Anderson, Tom - The Kickaburra How to Play Soccer Book - Adelaide, Rigby, 1981 
An intermediate level coaching book for young and old. Coaching direction is by Karl-Heinz 


Heddergott. Includes colour photos of an Australia-New Zealand match from the late 1970's. 


Baumgartner, Leo - The Little Professor of Soccer - Sydney, Marketing Productions, 
1968 

A charming autobiography of the soccer career of a player who arrived in Australia i in 1958 
after playing for teams such as Rapid Vienna and FK Austria in Vienna. Baumgartner 
recounts his subsequent career playing for Prague, South Coast, Apia, Canterbury and 
Hakoah. 


Campbell, Donald - The Campbell Files - Adelaide, Margaret Bowden, 1995 

The only Australian soccer book written by a retired top level referee. Contains interesting 
insights into the running of the game as well as personal observations on players, coaches 
and officials of the last twenty years. 


Clues, Andrew and Jack, David - Soccer for Coaches and Players - Sydney, Australian 
and New Zealand Book Company, 1977 

Handbook of coaching. Includes usefu! chapters on treating basic injuries. B/w photos of 
Australian players demonstrating skills. 


Darby, Steve and Juric, Vicky - Let's get into Soccer and Rooball - Surry Hills, Aussie 
Sports Books, 1991 

A coaching manual promoting soccer in its normal and ‘rooball’ style to both sexes. 
Includes many illustrations of female soccer players. 


Dettre, Andrew - Complete book of Soccer - Sydney, Summit Books, 1981 

Written in the centenary year of Australian soccer, this book covers the history, coaching, 
and tactics of soccer, as well as the laws of the game. Numerous colour photos of 
Australian and foreign players of the late 1970's adorn the book. 


Dettre, Andrew - How to Play Winning Soccer - Sydney, Ure Smith, 1978 

A book for the young school piayer. A manual on how to play the game as well as a source 
of tactical advice. Includes a glossary of soccer terms and a list of major international 
toumament results to 1978. 


Dettre, Andrew - Soccer for Junior Socceroos - Sydney, Lansdowne Press, 1981 

A humourous, yet instructive "How to Play Soccer" book for young children under ten. Cute 
illustrations by Simon O'Leary depict Australian animals such as penerigereor koalas and 
crocodiles playing the world game. 

Grant, Sid - Jack Pollard’s Soccer Records - Sydney, Jack Pollard Pty.Ltd., 1974 

An encyclopedia of Australian soccer crammed full of biographical, team and statistical 
information up ‘tii 1974. Numerous b/w photos. A must for the statistician and historian. 





iverson, Sandra - Jimmy's Goal - Melbourne, Macmillan Educational, 1995 
A warm picture book story about a young boy playing his first soccer game. Great bedtime 
story for a budding under 6 star! 


James, Chris - The Name of the Game is Soccer - Surry Hills, Aussie Sports Books, 
1991 
A basic coaching book. Some photos of Australian players. 


Johnston, Craig, with Neil Jameson - Walk Alone, the Craig Johnston story - Sydney, 
Collins, 1989 

Johnston recounts his extraordinary career which saw him rise through sheer determination 
rather than skill, from a Port Macquarie junior to a Liverpool! regular in the 1970's. His 
youthful Australian years are of interest to the local reader. 


Kelly, Jim - How to play soccer - North Sydney, Pollard Publishing, 1975 

Useful handbook on soccer for young players, by the South Coast soccer legend Jim Kelly. 
Contains interesting b/w and colour photos of Australian players and teams of the late 
1960's and early 1970's. 


That's all for this month folks, but feel free to send in some details of books 
(particularly the obscure) ‘cos we'll be continuing this feature in SU16. 


STRIKERS AT THE CROSSROADS 


From Anthony Fensom 


This article was originally intended to be a report lauding the newly appointed coach of 
the Brisbane Strikers. Unfortunately, while a decision was to have been made originally by 
June 10, at time of writing the board was still delaying its decision, with an announcement 
expected next Wednesday (July 17). With pre-season training commencing next weekend, 
the club is not going to be giving the new coach a great deal of time to settle in. 

What can be confirmed however is that the Strikers board has had plenty of candidates 
to choose from, at teast 30 according to the club's media officer Jason Kiuver. Applications 
have been received from as far away as Europe and South America, with a couple of NSL 
coaches such as Harry Bingham, possibly John Perin and former intemational Eddie 
Krcevic alt offering their services. 

The board indicated with their dismissal of Stowell that they were no longer prepared to 
accept a 'mere’ semi-final placing. Brisbane supporters can only hope that their new choice 
of coach will have the necessary acumen and winning style to carry the club towards its 
first championship. The question is, will the new coach be only a tame-duck appointee for 
a Farina administration in 1997-98, or will he (presumed male) be given the funds 
necessary to bridge the gap between the Strikers and the southern clubs. 

For while the gap in playing quality narrowed in 1995/96, the Strikers approach the new 
season with basically the same squad as in the inaugural Ericsson Cup, but with the 
significant loss of Jason Polak (transferred to South Melbourne) and possibly Chris 
Zorocich (trying his luck in the UK). Three Queensland Academy players have been signed 
to join the squad: Wayne Knipe, Mat Bell and Casey Wehrmann, promising for the future 
perhaps, but no guarantee of success for the new season. 

The Strikers succeeded in raising the Brisbane public's expectations with the successful 
fourth placing in 1995/96, yet now face a new season with a new coach and a much 
depleted squad. Another striker to replace Farina when absent, a quality midfield 
playmaker such as Danny Tiatto and an experienced flanker such as Lozanovski or 
Buljubasic, are essential for the club to advance towards its first national championship. 
Failure by the board to match its desire with its wallet can only harm the Strikers march 
towards professionalism. 


When questioned Marketing Manager Pat Hanson would not specify a target crowd 
average for the club's second season at Suncorp Stadium, but did indicate that a 10,000 
average crowd would be necessary for full-time players. The Strikers doubled their 
average attendances to approximately 5000 last season, yet were cursed by some 
"unpredictable weather" (Brisbane summer rainfall} reducing crowds at home fixtures. Mr 
Hanson however praised the ‘Superstars’ series as being a major success for the code. 

The Brisbane match attracted a relaxed crowd of around 8000 patrons, this to a game 
which was inexplicably televised live in the host city by Channel! Nine! Yet the game won 
its timeslot comfortably, attracting some 87,000 viewers according to the station. According 
to Mr Hanson, such commercial telecasts are essential if the game is to be marketed 
towards the wider community as a ‘mainstream’ Aussie game. 


"Frank Farina has an audience of around 200,000 or more viewers for his 
Channel Seven spot every week.... This commercial coverage is vital in 
getting a foot in the door of corporate sponsors". 


Regarding sponsorship, the club has kept its previous sponsors for the new season, 
including a long-term deal with Hyundai, Wide Bay Bricks, Uhlsport, Castlemaine Perkins 
and 4KQ Radio Station. The club also intend to direct mail every Queensland Soccer 
Federation registered player with season-ticket application forms. 


The club is also in the fortunate position of not having to change any emblems or 
mascots in order to fit in with the new ‘Australianised' (Anglofied?) A-League, Pat Hanson 
stated his full support for David Hill's policy in this regard, given the World Game's negative 
perception in certain quarters as being an ethnic game. ; 


"There stil is a perception of soccer in Brisbane not being for English 
speaking people... The other (ethnic-backed) clubs have to ask themselves: 
Do they love the sport, or their own club? Which is more important?” 


Mr Hanson nominated the ‘cab-driver test’ as the ultimate measure of how football is 
progressing in Australia. When catching a taxi in Sydney to a Strikers match, the taxi driver 
(who said he was from a former Soviet republic) knew all about a North Sydney Bears 
rugby league game, but nothing about the national league football match! And this was 
from a person who was raised on football. The market is obviously there for the visionary 
who can make a pitch to the broad populaces of Sydney and Melboume. 


Meanwhile in representative football, a Queensland select team without Strikers players 
defeated the Northem Territory 3-1 in Darwin on June 30, with Koch, Mengotti and Harris 
scoring for the Maroons. in the local !eague, the Brisbane Lions (not the AFL side) have 
continued their winning run by climbing to the top of the XXXX League table, equal on 
points with Brisbane City as of July 7. Rochedale, Wynnum and Beenleigh make up the 
rest of the top five clubs with Taringa not far behind. With only four or five matches 
remaining before the finals, the race for the minor premiership will be an intriguing battle. 
in the second division, Olympic have managed to overtake injury-plagued Rocklea United 
at the top of the table, holding a slender one point !ead. All clubs are awaiting the final 
decision by the Queensland Soccer Federation as to which will be the privileged eight clubs 
to make up the premier division in 1996/97, a division which will be free of relegation for at 
least three seasons. 

Recent press speculation about the newly merged Brisbane Bears / Fitzroy AFL team to 
be called the Brisbane Lions' has caused a few headaches for. the already established 
Brisbane Lions football club. Hopefully the clubs can reach an amicable arrangement of 
benefit to both, such as utilising the AFL club to market the soccer team. The record 
crowds currently supporting the Bears in Brisbane and the Sydney Swans have caused 
major heartbum for rugby league administrators in their traditional heartland. Now if Soccer 
Australia can further reform the game and attract some more disaffected fans across to the 
teal football, perhaps professionalism may not be such a dream after all. 

In summary, the Strikers face an important decision in selecting the new coach for their 
second season at Suncorp Stadium, a season in which it is hoped the club can continue to 
build upon its support base. Yet with the ageing of stalwarts such as Hunter, Brown, 
Farina, Wright and Phillips, the new coach will require a loosening of the club's traditionally 
fight purse-strings should the board wish to match its ambitions with reality. 


On the intemational front, the decision by FIFA to force Australia to continue competing 
in Oceania (with no guarantees of automatic entry to the World Cup) is another 
demonstration of the senility of Havelange. Tonga and Vanuatu are nice places to visit, but 
building them up as competitive football nations would require more Yen than the J-League 
has at its disposal, not to mention a massive influx of European migrants. 


Ed Note: fn last month's Strikers column we said that Brisbane's transfer limit was $10,000. 
Wrongl! The figure should have been $1000. Another infamous SU typo.... 

We hope that explains why you haven't heard of too many major signings up north. 
Apologies to Anthony... 


“a 


ot 


Dear Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Peter Saninno (3198) has a few things to say to the Melbourne Knights 
president, and wins himself 'LotM' for his trouble.... 


Dear SU, 

On the understanding that Peter Desira's recent column in the Melbourne Herald Sun 
(26/6/96) was correct in all detail, | wish to write this open letter to Melboume Knights 
president Angie Cimera (assuming he or his committee reads '‘SU’'). 


For the sake of the future development of the game in Australia, please would you and 
your fellow committeemen take the blinkers off once and for all regarding flags, emblems or 
badges. Deservedly so your club - as champions for the past two years - are the flagship 
of our local game and hopefully in the near future the Knights will represent Australia in the 
intemational club arena. Please do not let this opportunity go wasted by persevering with 
open displays of symbols of another country. To do so undoubtedly impedes your club's 
chances of securing major national or even intemational sponsorship as our game grows in 
acceptance on home free-to-air and overseas television. Moreover, if you persisted in your 
attitude the tide of change envisaged by Soccer Australia in its corporate planning would 
regretably leave your club lagging behind the forward thinking clubs. Instead of your 
dwindling average 4-5,000 supporter base, you could be facing complete polarisation in 
membership, sponsorship and media exposure, particularly locally in Melbourne with the 
admittance of Collingwood and later Carlton into the national league. 


}am proud as a Victorian of what the Knights have achieved in recent years. As well as 
championship successes, they have continued to harvest some of the best talent; all credit 
to your committee and coaching staff, but as a Melboumnian, | along with many others will 
only support our Victorian clubs who openly display a total State (and Australian) image. 

A possible 8-10,000 regularly through the gates is much better than your present average 
attendance. So how about starting in earnest to appeal fo all of us non-committed sports 
fans. Do not take the proposed legal action suggested in the newspaper article; the 
damage it would cause could be immeasurable. 


Finally, in the long term, would it not be advantageous to your club-to open your 
committee room doors and accept on your management board at least equa! 
representation from qualified people not of Croatian extract. To coin a wel!-wom phrase, 
"I'd like to see that!" 

Meiboume Knights are of course not alone in its gripe with Soccer Australia, but as the 
club with the best current playing record in the country, they are the yardstick by which 
other clubs would be measured. 


Next up is 'The Lakeside Spy’ who makes some interesting observations... 


Dear SU, 

Channel 9's involvement with ‘Superstars of Soccer was great. | couldn't believe that 
Sydney got a rating of 17 for the first game. Nine's lead-in to the game was great, and the 
overall production was pretty good. Even the ad-break slots weren't as bad as | thought 
they would be. Blakey did a good job as well. John Economos's opinion piece (in ABSW) 
was a bit over the top. | take it that a certain number of legal nasties came up with SBS 
and that is why SocOz had to think about how they were going to structure the game. i.e. 
naming of teams, rather that two representative Australian National teams. 

Canterbury sponsor was interesting too for the strips... | remember reading that a few 
companies were interested in supplying Socceroo strips once the Adidas contract expired... 
Canterbury no doubt one of them (they also supply the official Boomers strip). 


On to another topic. The Lakers are bom! I must say | am VERY pleased with the new 
logo and the strips. They are much bolder than what | expected. Soccer Australia’s stance 
was a very powerful show of strength, on the issue of all clubs removing European insignia. 
The Greek talkback radio was set alight with the removal of the Greek flag from the strip. 
Although ! must say that | am surprised. Quite a few rang up on air and actually said that 
they supported the moves as they could see the benefits (and they weren't all young 
dudes, there were plenty of older generation migrant Greeks). As expected, there was the 
usual sort of crap | expected to hear. | am looking forward to the AGM - sparks should fly! 


Matthew Hall's letter in SU14 was very interesting. | was left speechless, and 
furthermore, what was’soccer being talked about in a AFL Footy Record... 
SU was spot on about Aurelio's TV performances. i couldn't believe that during the games 
(especially the first} that Wadey and Vidmar were exchanging heated woras,., | didn't 
realise there was that much heat between them. Speaking of TV, the preview to the game 
on Wide World of Sports was pretty good (Wadey and Okon were guests), but SocOz 
should do something about giving some of the guys some media lessons. Wadey as usual 
did great but Sutcliffe and Walker had to prod Okon for answers. After the second game, 
Sports Sunday had an excellent report on Mark Viduka and also his family including a few 
interesting comments from Mark and his Dad re: ethnics in soccer. 


All in all there has been some pretty good coverage and promotion of Oz soccer from 
the commercial outlets lately. There are, however, still exceptions... 

Sunday June 2 - 27,000 people at SFS, we trounce the Canucks 5 zip and qualify for 
the Olympic Games. A wave of emotion and hysteria goes around the SFS and around the 
whole of Australia (weil, soccer fans at least). 

So, what does Sports Tonight think of the game???? Okay, game finishes at 9:30pm, 
Sports Tonight starts at 11:00pm. What would you expect the first segment to be? 

The Olyroos of course. Wrong! 

First Segment: WA v SA - AFL State-of-Origin game that was played at 2:00pm, 17,000 
people attended. Okay, maybe the second segment...surely?.,. WRONG! 

Second Segment: Preview of the NSW v Qld Rugby League game which is to played 
the NEXT day. At this stage anything is possible... 

Third Segment: Wallaby's Rugby Union side announced. (Ad Break) 

Then finally, a report on some small event that happened. Apparently the Australian 
Olympic soccer team qualified for the Atlanta 1996 Olympic Games. 
.. UNBELIEVABLE! 


Anthony Ferguson (a recent addition to the subscribers list) would like us to 
take on some Asian countries... 
Dear SU, 


No doubt many of your readers have recently enjoyed the SBS coverage of the 
European Championship Finals from England, and would also have watched last years 


coverage of the Copa America, the South American Nations' Championship. But it might 
surprise some readers to learn that there is also a regular Asian Nations Championship, 
which takes place | believe every four years (1 can recall Japan winning it quite recently). 

| cannot understand why Australia does not take part in the Asian Championships, we 
are, after all, an Asian nation. Perhaps the reasons for our exclusion are political, or 
maybe the ASF just doesn't consider us to be Asian enough to enter. But | for one would 
like to see Australia compete in this tournament. Not only would it be prestigious for us to 
become the champions of Asia (should we actuatly win it) but | also believe regular 
competition against the best Asian nations would also be good for our development on a 
world scale. 


ot 


When you think about it, there are a number of quality soccer nations in the region, and 
I'd like to see the Socceroos match themselves against the likes of South Korea, Japan, 
China, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, to name just a few. We could also apply to host the 
finat series which again, with the right sort of marketing, could bring prestige and dollars 
‘into the ASF, I'd be interested to hear what others think about the idea. 


Ed: We've forwarded a copy of SU8 to Anthony which may help explain the Asian view of 
Australia, but ultimately the Australia/Asia question may not be answered until the future of 
Joao Havelange is decided. Should Lennart Johansson snare the top job then the well 
publicised 'Vision’ statement (which foresees a merger of Asia & Oceania) may yet force 
the Asians hand on the issue. 


Cameron Atfield (4019) is convinced his memory is fine, and questions the 
selection criteria for the International Travellers... 


Dear SU, 

In the light of Anthony Fensom accusing me of 'taking liberties’ in SU14, | would like to 
stand behind what | said in SU12. There was an incident down the northem end involving 
Olympic supporters. | never said it was a flare - | don't know what the hell it was. But 
whatever it was, it was loud enough to capture the attention of those around me and the 
police at the ground. | don't think Mr Fensom fully absorbed my letter. | made a point of 
mentioning the good behaviour of the Croatian fans this season, So to attack me on that 
particular issué holds no water whatsoever. 

I'm sorry if my comments are deemed to be offensive to certain ethnic groups. | 
personally have no animosity with any of them. The world is too smail to hold silly grudges. 
My only problem is with the minority of soccer fans who bring the negative aspects of their 
respective cultures with them and play up at matches. Most ethnic supporters are just as 
disgusted by their behaviour as | am. But the fact remains that soccer will always be 
regarded as an exclusively ethnic sport by the mainstream media and sporting public while 
such acts of nationalism continue to plague the game. 

By ail means, be proud of your cultural heritage. You'd be crazy if you didn't have some 
feelings for the land of your ancestors (| know my heart sank when Gary McAllister missed 
that penalty), but don't display that pride to the detriment of Aussie soccer. 


Now, on to a brighter note. | was glad to hear about Nine’s ratings success with the 
‘Superstars of Soccer’, and hopefully it will result in more coverage, But to hear SocAus 
saying that it would end up as big as the State of Origin is a bit optimistic to say the least. 
The Queensland Origin players have a genuine hatred for all things blue (or at least they 
did have, before ail the Super League drama), as do the New South Welshmen with all 
things maroon. With the 'Superstars of Soccer’ series, there will never be that feeling. The 
fact is that most of the ‘True Blues’ will probably be playing for the Travellers in next year's 
series anyway, preventing any real rivalry being built up. The crowds were largely bi- 
partisan, so an intense Origin atmosphere was non-existent. 

Speaking of the crowds, Nine did Brisbane's gate no favours by showing the game live 
here. Had they not done this, | have no doubt that the crowd would have been the other 
side of 10,000. Under the circumstances, 8291 is a pretty good crowd for what amounted 
to an exhibition game. One more thing about the series - maybe my brain ain't functioning 
as well as it used to, but | was sure that | saw Travellers Milan Blagojevic and Dominic 
Longo running around in the Ericsson Cup last season, thereby qualifying them for the 
‘True Blues'. SocAus wouldn't pull a swifty over the soccer public, would they? 


P.S. | was also interested to see Paul Moon comment on your 'downmarket comic’ in the 
May edition of World Soccer. Perhaps he heard of your complaints about a Kiwi reporting 
on Aussie soccer? Nah, I'm sure he's a responsible journo who wouldn't let something so 
trivial get in the way of an objective account. (?) 


Maurice Hawling (2223) is keen to make a few points regarding some previous 
correspondence to this page 


Dear SU, 

[hate to pick on Cameron Atfield as his letter in SU12 gets my full support, but the one 
in $U14 tops the lot. He laments the fact that Bolton was dropped from the Olympic squad 
and calls it a disgrace that he was replaced by a “rookie” with no intemational experience. 
Then in the same breath he suggests Kmcevic as our national coach! Krncevic was a 
classy player but has no experience in coaching whatsoever. He has never coached even 
at the club level. | am not Thomson's fan but the inconsistency in Cameron's letter 
prompted me to comment. While Thomson is the national coach he is entitled to select 
whoever he considers best. The fact that someone was in the squad for years does not 
entitle him to a tenure. That is the privilege of university chancellors. Whilst on the subject 
of Thomson, | would be interested to hear readers’ views about his qualities or lack of 
them. It could be an interesting debate. 


A lot has been said lately about ‘True Blues’ against the 'Intemtional Travellers’ games. 
It was a good idea from George Negus and it was good publicity but only as a one off. In 
this format it will never catch the public imagination or evoke any great emotions. | was 
enjoying watching our stars in action but the game lacked excitement. A fellow in front of 
me yelled ” Lift your game or we will all go home". That wasn't fair as they played with as 
much commitment as possible under those circumstances. But it was difficult to get 
involved. When one of the sides scored | didn't know whether to rejoice or sink into 
depression. After all, they were both our side. 


Peter Bayliss has given us a few stats to chew over... 


Dear SU, ; 

In general, the teams that finish at the top of the table have:high attendances, whereas 
the teams that finish bottom have low attendances. How did the A-League teams do this 
season? The table below shows the attendance position (taken from ABSW 30/5/96) 
minus the league position. 


+6 (8-2) South Melbourne -1 (5-6) Adelaide City 

+3 (12-9) Newcastle Breakers -2 (6-8) Sydney United 

+2 (3-1) UTS Olympic -2 (9-11) | Canberra Cosmos 
+2 (7-5) West Adelaide -2 (10-12} Morwell Falcons 
+4 (4-3) Brisbane Strikers ° -3 (1-4) Marconi Fairfield 
+1. (11-10) Wollongong City -5 (2-7) Melboume Knights 


A high positive score suggests the team will perform better next year, whereas a high 
negative score suggests the team will not perform as well next year. 


Dear Studs Up (sort of) 


Andre Kruger (Hannover) provides a few more paragraphs to chew over... 

| recently received some soccer books from Australia and | was a little bit angry about 
one book, It's by Mr L Schwab and the book is full of mistakes. On one page (38) Wilson 
has 116 international appearances, Rooney 102, Wade 114, but on another page (26) 
Wilson has 115 and Rooney 100. On page 45 Wade has 113. Why is it not possible to 
make a correct statistic book? In every country its possible, not only in Germany or 
England, also in New Zealand or South Korea. Maybe its my chance to bring out a book in 
the near future. It's a shame that the ASF knows so little about their own history. 


of 


The transfer market in Germany at the moment is as hectic as a beehive. (7!?) Every 
club wants to get stronger for the next season. The two Australian players are also in that 
beehive. | made a call to Eintracht Frankfurt and they told me that Ned Zelic is leaving, 
definitely. Frankfurt asked Zefic to sign a new contract, but with not so much money like in 
the first Bundesliga, Zelic asked the club to think about it but he needed too much time, so 
Eintracht told him they don't want him anymore. His contract finished on June 30th. Coach 
Stepanovic said, "If Zelic doesn't want to play for less money, he can't help us in the 
second division. | need players who fight with their heart for the club on the field - and not 
only for money!" 


So Zelic's time is over in Frankfurt, but ] hope he will stay in Germany. 1860 Munich 
shows interest in him, but | was a little bit shocked when | heard that Ned wants to go to 
France. He is in contact with a French club and he is close to signing. | think its time Ned 
found a club where he can play a long time to find his old form. He needs to be playing 
consistently at a high level if he wants to reach his true potential. After the sale of ten 
players it will be difficult for Frankfurt to go straight back to the first division. 

It's the same at Kaiserslautern. Most of the players are leaving because of the money. 
The management told me that they want to hold Mark Schwarzer. Second goalkeeper 
Gerry Ehrmann finished his career. He is now 37 years old and starts at the next season 
as keeper-coach. That means Schwarzer is second keeper, behind the great Andreas 
Reinke, who had a great season last year. Mark will be playing now with number 22 on his 
back. 


Another story comes from Belgium. Pau! Okon is playing “all or nothing" with his club 
FC Brugge. The Australian Okon - his father is German, his mother Italian - said about his 
plans for the future "My big aim is the Italian Liga Nacionale, and when my contract ends 
this summer | want to move to Lazio". But he wants to move for free (Lazio didn't want to 
pay Brugge). Now it's a question of the judge in Brussels. Okon went straight to the law 
court because of the Jean-Marc Bosman judgement from last year. Brugge said Okon is 
Australian, Paul said he can change his nationality (because of his parents) and European 
players can move without transfer fees. The 24 year old Okon had a dream season last 
year. He was Player of the Year in Belgium and won the championship and cup. But he 
was also badly injured. So we have to wait and see what the judge says. If the law speaks 
for Brugge, Paul's dreams are over. But if he changes his nationality, does it mean his time 
in the Socceroo team is over? That will be a shock for every Australian soccer fan. 


Ed: As we aif know by now Okon HAS gone to Lazio, and for a hefty transfer fee as well. 
So ! guess we can assume the outcome of the Brussels court ruling. One point worth 
noting is that Argentina submitted a proposal to the FIFA Congress which would allow 
players naturalized in one country to play for that country even if they had already 
represented their country of birth. Thankfully, the proposal was defeated. God knows what 
may have occurred had that one got through... 


Cartoon Corner... 
Mailed in from an eagie-eyed Sth Oz reader came the following clipping from a 
newspaper under the heading 'Word for Word’ 


“Wading through water or mud can be rather heavy going! In fact, you may 
waddle from side to side! Naturally! The word waddle is based on wade and 
describes someone walking clumsily as if through something sticky!” 









Sound familiar? 
Spotted in the Sunday Age recenily was a report about a rugby union coach who 

resigned from London trish after the AGM passed a resolution that "committee members 

would normally be of Irish descent”. Couldn’t happen here, surely? 













"WHAT A STATE I'M IN!!" 


- News from Northern NSW by Graham Parsons 


The Northern NSW Soccer Federation (NNSWSF) 1996 NBN Television First Division 
League undefeated-leaders, Weston Bears' premiership aspirations are under threat from 
1995 premiers, Highfield Wolves who stormed into contention after picking up six points 
from their round’ 15 4-0 thrashing of third placed Hamilton Warriors on Sunday 7th June, 
and their 1-0 win over fifth placed Edgeworth Eagles in a deferred round 12 fixture which 
was played on Wednesday 10th July. The Wolves goalscorers for the round 15 match 
were Adam Dearing (2), Cameron Fitchett and Ty Tumer. 

The Wolves are now just one point behind West Bears and the premiership should be 
decided when the Wolves face the Bears at Weston Park on July 28 in the final round of 
the NBN Soccer League. 

Table: Weston 39, Highfields 38, Hamilton 31, Wallsend 27, Edgeworth 22, 
West Wallsend 18, Broadmeadow 14, Maitland 12, Cessnock 7, Lake Macquarie 5. 


In other news, NNSWSF state director of coaching Ken Kaiser has been appointed to a 
position with a SocAus committee on coaching and development. Kaiser said the one year 
unpaid position would give him the opportunity to “have a look at the coaching system in 
Australia". Kaiser played NNSWSF first division football for and was president of Belmont 
Soccer Club for ten years. From 1979 until 1984 Kaiser was a NSL coach and in 1983 was 
selected by his peers as coach of the year. In 1986 Kaiser became the NNSWSF Director 
of Coaching and in 1988 was appointed by FIFA as its inspector for the Oceania 
Confederation. He has coached in under-developed countries for the Department of 
Foreign Affairs for several years. He is an AiS satellite coach, head coach for the three 
Northern Academies of Sport, a member of the SocAus Technical Committee, and is 
currently redeveloping the level three coaching course for SocAus. 






Where are they now? 


Always an interesting segment, and we'd like to start one. Just so everyone knows that 
these guys haven't just walked away from the game. Send your observations to the usual 
address. And just to get the ball rolling... 

Billy Wright (ex South Melboume forward) is still knocking in the goals on a regular basis. 
Currently topping the Victorian State League Division 2 scorers charts with 19 goals for 
South Dandenong, who are second on the table. 

Michae! Michalakopoutos (ex Heidelberg amongst others) is also leading the VSL scorers 
charts, but in Division 3 with Ringwood City who are also second on the table. 









Some appiause for the women... 


The Matildas are currently in the US providing some valuable warm-up matches for the 
nations about to contest the Olympic toumament and news came through that they were a 
bit stiff having to settle for a 2-2 draw against Japan. This prompted the AWSA to suggest 

our women are equal to Olympic standard, and if they had've had a more favouable draw 

at the last Womens World Cup they may have been able to prove this. But scorelines can 

be misleading. The Matildas recently lost a couple of games to the US by 2 goals to 1 but 

the 'shot' count was something like 27-3 in both games. Something that was overlooked in 
a number of newspaper reports. 


And finally, you probably don’t need to know this but... 


At the Leicester City players Christmas bash last year, Steve Corica went as ‘The Joker 
while Zjelko Kalac went as ‘Doc Dwarf. 





ot 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Slightly smaller this month (due to space restrictions) but we have to 
remind everyone this is a FREE service and most times people are 
successful. Just drop a line to the usual address and we'll do the rest. 


Olyroo programme / NSL videos required 
Regular contributor Anthony Fensom is keen (desperate?) to get hold of a copy of the 
Olyroos v Canada programme from the SFS back on June 2. He also has some friends 
who are keen to get hold of some early NSL footage, particularly games involving the 
Melbourne Knights (Melbourne Croatia in those days). If there's anyone who can 
help Anthony can be contacted at 9 / 24 Brighton Rd, Highgate Hill, Qld 4101. 


1982 World Cup videos still being sought 


Lance Librandi is still trying to track down video copies of a couple of World Cup 
matches from Espana '82. Namely, the 1/4 final between France and Brazil as well as 
the final between Germany and Italy. Lance is getting desperate, so if anyone can 
help him can they please ring him on (h) 08-336-7678 or (ww) 08-373-1750 and he'll be 
happy to discuss duplication arrangements, costs and so on. 


Briz 31 - We'll get it right sooner or later... 

Seems our information about the Briz 31 soccer show wasn't quite right. We are 
now (reliably?) informed that the programme is replayed on Saturdays at 3:30pm. 
Our informant reckons if you tune in at 3pm you'll gain an insight into the wonderful 
world of butchery. No, Danny Tiatto doesn't host it... 














Contributions needed for the following categories.... 
A few readers are Sending in lists of quotes, I'd like to see that, commentary cock- 
ups and so on and most of the stuff is worthy of print when we have the space. 
Maybe next time, but the invitation is here to send in one or two each with your next 
corresponce/contribution and we'll compile the lists over the next month or so. 
Try to keep it clean, but if it's really funny we'll print it anyway. Don't forget book for 
the bibliography, either! 










... and thanks for the yearbooks, they've been a huge help. 
SU would like to thank those readers who have sent in yearbooks of various state 
and regional leagues, and in between compiling SU and actually watching a game 
or three we're making our way through them and getting plenty of stats together for 

our future assault on the Internet. A couple of readers have expressed their interest 

in some data entry duties, and all offers of this kind are greatly appreciated. They'll 
be a meeting of the minds, as it were, in the next month or so when a decision will 
be made on how to approach this massive exercise. 


THE DEMPSEY YEARS - A REVIEW 
By Lou Maratos 


A book on the life and times of the current Oceania Confederation President, 
Charlie Dempsey, might not have been a best seller, but despite it's short length it 
certainly is a worthy read, if only for its hidden messages to the people who run the 
game in Australia. 

Author, Peter Deviin, provides us with a nice easy read with just the right amount of 
quotes from Dempsey himself. Although never quite digging deep enough beneath some 
of Dempsey’s involvement in the higher echelons of the game in our region, Devlin 
provides the reader with a rare insight to the political process of running the game at an 
international level. Deviln takes the reader on a journey from Dempsey's beginnings in 
Scotland, World War Il, migrating to New Zealand and becoming a successful 
businessman and his retum visits to Scotland as a big time player in soccer at FIFA level. 
Devlin paints a picture of Dempsey as a man who spent 70% of his life in soccer, 20% 
playing golf and 10% devoted to his business, a man who should never be underestimated 
and a man that always administers for the betterment of the game. 


There's also Dempsey's funny recollection of a conversation with his wife whilst 
attending a Scotland versus England game as a quest of the Scottish FA, when she 
emotionally suggests that they should never have left Scotland and Dempsey replying 
"Don't be daft, if we hadn't, I'd still be out there with all those thousands on the terraces”. 

Dempsey's commitment to Oceania as a Confederation can probably be traced back to 
the time he introduced New Zealand to soccer in New Caledonia. Despite Australia's 
ambivalence towards Oceania, Dempsey throughout the book is seen to be held in high 
regard by FIFA officialdom, with even Joao Havelange providing a forward to the book. 
Maybe this type of connection should have been put to better use by Soccer Australia all 
these years. 


The book provides the odd surprise. Dempsey's omission of Wynton Rufer from his 
best New Zealand XI being one. Another was the New Zealand Soccer Federation's 
constant problems with coach John Adshead during the 1982 Warld Cup campaign. 
The amateurish way in which New Zealand plodded along the way to Spain makes our 
defeat at their hands back then even more embarrassing. Not to forget the butt kissing 
episode after New Zealand beat Saudi Arabia 5-0 to advance to the next play-off stage 
during that '82 campaign. Dempsey was there throughout these times providing the 
experience, wisdom and contacts to keep steering the ship back on course. 


The Dempsey Years : The Rise of New Zealand Soccer (1988) by Peter Deviin. 
ISBN 0908697252 $15.00 136 pages 51 photos (13 in colour) 


Note: SU still has a couple of copies of ‘The Dempsey Years' available after the kind folks 
at Oceania HQ were able to track some down. Be quick, ‘cos this collector's item will rarely 
(if ever) be available again. The postage isn’t cheap but $20 will see 'TDY' into a padded 
bag and up the post office same day. 


Subscribe! 
It's not that expensive.. 


In fact $16 will get you six issues mailed straight to your box, or $30 will see you right 
for twelve issues and it means we save money on mailing out re-subscription 
reminders. A cheque or money order is best, and if a few of your friends subscribe as 
well you may be getting a thicker 'SU' in future, Can't be fairer than that... 










We're always looking for info for this page (as evidenced by some of the 
unnecessary listings) so if you've got some news of an upcoming event, 
including club open days, trivia nights, ete (or don't the clubs hold any 
functions?) drop us a line at the usual address. in the meantime, there's no 
such thing as an off-season so make sure you 


Look out for... 


JULY 

21 - Finally! It's Olympic Finals time. And you won't even have to get up in the middle of 
the night to hear Australia take 'em on. See page 13 for dates, times. 

28 - Port Melboume travels to Bentleigh Greens for their last chance for a finals berth. 


AUGUST 

3 - Sutherland v Illawarra looks the pick of the bunch in the NSWSL. 

41 - English FA Charity Shield 

17 - English Premier League kicks off 

18 - The final round of the Victorian Premier League sees a potential showdown for the 
minor premiership with Melboume Warriors hosting Bentleigh Greens. And it's the finat 
round of the NSW Super League as well, with Sutherland v Parramatta possibly the 
decider to see who'll play Adamstown. 

31 - The WC qualifiers kick off in earnest in Europe with Belgium v Turkey the most 
interesting 


SEPTEMBER 

1 - Plenty more WCq's in Europe (with fixtures for England, Greece and Russia) and in 
South America including: Argentina v Paraguay, Colombia v Chile 

8 - Johnnie Walker Cup due to commence 


OCTOBER 
9 - Plenty of Euro WCq's including: Czech Rep v Spain and England v Poland. 
13 - The 2nd A-League season due to commence 


NOVEMBER 

Rumours are getting stronger that Australia will play Tahiti on November 1. 

Stay tuned... 

8-10 - It's World Cup qualifying time in Africa as the final group phase gets underway. 
Highlights: Liberia v Tunisia, South Africa v Zaire 


DECEMBER 
4-20 - The Asian Cup Finals will be played in the UAE. Finalists so far. China, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, Kuwait, UAE (hosts), Japan (holders) 


And just in case anybody wins Tattslotto in the coming months... 
1997 


APRIL 





6 - English League (Coca-Cola) Cup Final 

MAY. 

17 - English FA Cup Final 

18 - A-League Grand Fina! 

NOVEMBER 

30 - Alt play-offs in the WC preliminary competition must be completed. What's the 
chances of Oz being the 32nd team to qualify? 

DECEMBER 

4 - Draw for the 1998 World Cup Finals (in Paris) 





